Windows to My Soul
Hello.  This is Julie Luke and I want to thank you for joining us today.  The title of my message today is “Windows to My Soul”. 
In church a few Sundays ago, we sang a song I had not heard before and it really spoke to me.  The song is called “The Hallelujah Side”. 
The first phrase states this:
“Once a sinner far from Jesus, I was perishing with cold, but the blessed Savior heard me when I cried;
Then He threw His robe around me, and He led me to His fold, And I’m living on the hallelujah side.”
When we first become born again, we don’t know what to think. It’s that first step, but then what do we do then?  
Some people struggle after they become born again because they feel like a fish swimming out there with no net.
The next part of the song goes like this:
“Oh, glory be to Jesus, let the hallelujahs roll; help me ring the Savior’s praises far and wide, for I’ve opened up tow’rd Heaven, all the windows of my soul, and I’m living on the hallelujah side.”
This part is saying, just praise the Lord.  You choose joy and love, but in order to have the best possible relationship with Jesus, you have to open your window and let Him show you how much He loves you.
When you become born again, it’s like shutting and locking the door against the bad.  In order to let the light in, you have to open the window. 
Romans 13:12 states “The night is far spent, the day is at hand.  Therefore let us cast off the works of the darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.”
The works of the darkness is talking about Satan and evil.  The armor of light is talking about Jesus and good. Jesus is the light of the world.
“For I’ve opened up tow’rd Heaven, all the windows of my soul.”  You have to let Jesus in your heart, mind, and soul in order for Him to be able to work within you.  You can’t leave the window closed and never open it up to Him.  Your relationship with Him won’t grow that way.
The next part of the song states “Tho’ the world may sweep around me with her dazzle and her dreams, yet I envy not her vanities and pride, for my soul looks up to Heaven, where the golden sunlight gleems, and I’m living on the hallelujah side.”
There is no middle ground with God.  You have to open that window and let Him in before you can have a true relationship with Him.  You can’t live the worldly way and God’s way.  You have to choose.  I know what I choose.  The worldly thing will pass away some day as will all of us, but God has always been here.
The song continues “Not for all earth’s golden millions would I leave this precious place. Tho’ the temper to persuade me oft has tried, for I’m safe in God’s pavilion, Happy in His love and grace, and I’m living on the hallelujah side.”
We are always going to be tempted, even as Christians.  And probably more so because Satan does not want us to live for God.  He wants us to live for him. Sometimes I know it’s hard to feel unity and love with everything that goes on around us.  Just choose joy.  Choose to keep your window open everyday to Jesus.  
When you feel down, open your Bible and say “God, what is Your Word telling me today?”.  Then listen and He will tell you what you need to hear.  Even when you are not feeling down, read your Bible.  Another way to feel close to God and open that window, is just to pray.  Go get in a quite spot where no one can bother you, and just pray.  
Start off by saying, thank you Jesus for saving my soul. Thank you for dying on the cross for me.  Please talk to me and let me know Your will for me.
Get in a habit of reading the Bible every day.  Maybe before bed or when you get up.  Pray at meals. Thank Jesus for what you have and how He saved you.
As you do these things, you will start to notice your window gets open more and more.  Then you won’t feel like you are alone.  
Set your compass or your GPS as destination Jesus.  Make Him your leader.  Make Him your everything.  Just say, okay, today, I am going to open my heart to Jesus.  
Even if you just crack that window a little bit.  Then the next time, crack that window a little bit more.  A relationship you want with Jesus takes work on your part.  He is always willing and ready for you, no matter when.
If you have something you don’t know how to handle or if there is something you don’t know what to say.  Get out your Bible and just hold it to your heart and say, “Jesus, help me.  What is it I am to do?”.  Then calm your soul and listen.
The song continues talking about Heaven, our forever home someday.
“Here the sun is always shining, here the sky is always bright, tis no place for gloomy Christians to abide, for my soul is filled with music and my heart with great delight, and I’m living on the hallelujah side.”
If you try to open your window and you just feel gloomy, just say “Praise the Lord”.  I find if I am having a bad day, I just thank the Lord for what I have and for Him.  I just keep saying, thank you Jesus. I feel so much better after that.  It keeps me going on the right side.
We can feel those things the song talks about here on earth too, not just in Heaven.  We can feel God’s love, if we just knock down the barriers, close the door to evil, and let the light of Jesus shine through the windows of our soul.
I thank God for sending Jesus because I know without Him I would be lost on earth and my eternal home would be Hell instead of Heaven.  I am a happy recipient of God’s love and free gift of salvation.
The song concludes this way “And upon the streets of glory, when we reach the other shore, and have safely crossed the Jordan’s rolling tide, you will find me shouting Glory, just outside my mansion door, where I’m living on the hallelujah side”.
When we get to Heaven, it will be so awesome.  Until then, you can feel God’s presence in your life if you just open the windows to your soul and let Him in.
Thank you for joining me today and God bless you.

